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April, 2009

W‘f Hackett Community Association

Next Meeting

Tuesday 21 April 2009, 7.30pm
ACT Sports House
100 Maitland Street

Topics for discussion include: the Sir John Hackett essay competition, the
Hackett 50 years book, and the May Hackett birthday event.
Traffic in Hackett was discussed at the March meeting of HCA and we
anticipate that the next step will be to hold a general community meeting
later this year following receipt of further information from ACT Roads.

All HCA members are welcome and members of the Hackett community

Emergency 000
Attendance 13 1444
Crimestoppers 1800 333 000
Enquiries 6256 7777

Chair, Newsletter Coordinator
Dorothy Mackenzie, 6248 9281
Mackenzie2602@optusnet.com.au
Newsletter editor
Jochen Zeil: jzeil@bigpond.net.au
Treasurer
Pat MacNamara, 6249 1669
Engraver
Hillig Volker, 6257 0506

Deadline for next newsletter:
Saturday April 25, 2009

Sponsorship and distribution of this Newsletter
is authorized by NHWatch ACT Inc. Ass’n.

North Canberra Community Council Meeting

Wednesday, 22 April 2009, 19:30
ACT Sports House
100 Maitland Street

Find the agenda at http://northcanberra.org.au/
1 week before the meeting

The North Canberra Community Council (NCCC) is the umbrella organization
for Resident Associations and Community Groups in North Canberra. The
NCCC is the one-stop-shop for Government and the community to
communicate.

The NCCC is run by volunteers and membership is free. As a resident of North Canberra you are
invited to become a member and participate in committee meetings. Membership forms will be
available atthe AGM or can be down-loaded from http://northcanberra.org.aul/.

TRAFFIC IN HACKETT

Previous newsletters have reported on the problem of Hackett being used as
a shortcut for traffic to get to Majura Ave. In the traffic survey undertaken by
the Hackett Community Association on 3 March last year, we found that 982
vehicles turned from Antill Street into Madigan Street between 7.30am and
9.00am. This volume of traffic presents a hazard for pedestrians in the suburb
(particularly children going to school and older people) and clogs up the roads
forresidents.

The Hackett Community Association has been discussing the issue with ACT
Roads for some time and has sponsored two community meetings where the
problem has been described and short and long-term solutions canvassed.

For Solutions see Page 3

Woody Weeds Working Bee
Sunday, 19 April, 2009
from 9.00am to noon

Meet at the car parking / nature reserve
entrance off Antill St opposite Carotel.

Friends of Mt Majura (FOMM) and the
Watson Woodland Working Group once
again invite residents and visitors of the

nature reserve to join us for a working
bee to remove woody weeds that grow

at the lower slopes of Mt Majura.

Please bring sun protection, enclosed

foot wear and body-covering clothing.

Equipment and morning tea will be
provided.

Enquiries: phone 6247 7515 or e-mail
to admin@majura.org

Rabbit Control at Mt Majura

Work has started to control rabbits in
the Nature Reserve by poisoning.

Dogs may be susceptible to primary
poisoning if they eat the poisoned bait
(carrot or oats).

Dog owners are reminded to keep
dogs on leads at all times in the
Nature Reserve, as is generally
required.




News from the Mountain

Something You Should Know About the Old
Ainslie Tip Site
On Friday afternoon, March 20th, Parks, Conservation and
Lands (PCL) staff informed me that contamination had been
discovered at the old Ainslie tip site the place where volunteers
have spent many happy hours planting and maintaining young
seedlings.

As a precautionary measure, PCL staff have since closed the site
while a detailed inspection is conducted. On Monday 23rd, at a
meeting with staff of Parks, Conservation and Lands and the
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA), | was informed that
bonded asbestos was discovered in the form of old construction
material, such as small fragments of asbestos cement sheeting
and roofing and sections of asbestos cement water pipe. These
materials were and still are - in common use in buildings and as
water supply infrastructure built before 1985. | understand that
the asbestos in such products only becomes dangerous to
human health if it is cut or drilled and the fine dust enters the
lungs. This is in sharp contrast to the deadly loose fibrous
asbestos that was sprayed in roof cavities as insulation and
removed by the Government in the 1980s.

Advice from the Environmental Consultant's engaged by PCL to
assess the site and remove the asbestos fragments is that the
health risk of the asbestos discovered in the discarded and
buried construction material is extremely low, however as a
precautionary measure the old Ainslie tip site will be a no-go area
until the detailed assessment and remedial works by the
Environmental Consultant, PCL and EPA staff is completed.

We can be disappointed that we cannot go there to water our
plantings, but | understand that there is no reason to be
concerned about the health risks of our past visits. | reiterate that
the site has been closed as a precautionary measure, not
becauseitis already known to be a dangerous place.

I will keep you informed of any relevant information and
developments communicated to me by any ACT Government
Agency.

Walltraud Pix, FOMM coordinator

The Curse of Domestic Rabbits

During the recent ACT Election campaign | sent
questions to the Greens, ALP and all others
contesting, enquiring about their policies regarding
keeping pet rabbits. Only the Greens responded,
and agreed broadly with my proposition that this
aspect of domestic life in Canberra is poorly
administered, if at all.

Their inclination was that it would be hard to monitor.
No, itwouldn't. Pet shops must not be permitted to
sell rabbits that can breed...simple as that, just
like they're not supposed to sell other domestic pets
of any sort, but particularly cats and dogs that are not
neutered, except the pedigree offspring sold to
people who can demonstrate a licence for breeding
purposes. Too hard, apparently.

And frankly, it isn't the lovely Belgian Peter Rabbits,
the children's pets, which are the culprits for the
exponential escalation of the rabbit population.

| believe | am correct in stating that the ACT is the
only State/Territory where it is permitted to keep
rabbits for raising for the pot - in Queensland you
can't keep any sort of rabbit, pet or for food, and
banning this practice would go a long way to
reducing the rabbit population explosion in the
ACT....that together with my suggestion that no pet
shop (after an agreed suitable lead-in time) may sell
any rabbitthat has not been neutered.

Jean Hamilton, HACKETT

Meg's Toy Box:

a volunteer-run community toy library, provides toys
at a minimal hire fee for children up to 6 years of
age.

Opening hours: Wed 10am-noon, Sat 2pm-4pm.

Located at the back of St Margaret's Uniting Church,
corner Antill St and Phillip Ave, Hackett.

Phone Helen 0416 568 024, or just drop in.

Hackett Traffic: SAMPLE LETTER

Mr Jon Stanhope, Chief Minister and Minster for Transport, GPO Box 1020, Canberra, ACT 2601; Stanhope@act.gov.au
RE: Traffic lights at the corner of Majura/Phillip Ave in North Canberra

Dear Mr Stanhope,

| am writing to you as a resident of Hackett to express my concern regarding the number of vehicles using Hackett as a
short-cut in the mornings. Almost a thousand vehicles each morning are entering Hackett - the majority of which are
cutting through to get right-of-way onto Majura Avenue. Our suburban streets were not planned for this volume of traffic
and it is potentially dangerous for children on their way to school, for older people and affects the quality of life of

everyone in the suburb.

| am therefore seeking your support to give priority to installing traffic lights at the corner of Phillip Avenue and Majura
Avenue. These lights would help avoid the traffic snarl we get every morning at that intersection and would therefore

remove the incentive for cars to go through Hackett.

| understand that a number of political parties, including the ACT Labor Party and the ACT Greens, supported the
prioritised installation of the traffic lights at that intersection at the North Canberra “Meet the Candidates” meeting held at

Dickson College on 17 September.

| request that you please both acknowledge the receipt of this letter and let me know your response to this issue in
writing. | can be contacted at the above address and/or phone number

Yours sincerely,
For more details and an electronic copy of this letter visit:

http://northcanberra.org.au/suburbs/hackett/hackett-community-association/hackett-traffic-issues/




Hackett Traffic continued:

Short-term solutions: There are a number of things which could be done in
the short-term to address the problem. Most of these involve some form of
traffic-calming or traffic redirection which will discourage or prevent rat-runners
from using Hackett.

The problem with these is that while they could be done quickly and could solve
the problem, all of them involve some kind of trade-off for residents as well. For
example, measures to directly stop vehicles turning into Madigan St from 7.30-
9.00am would affect parents returning after dropping children off, parents
taking children to school within Hackett, and people from out of the suburb
wanting to use our shops.

The Hackett Community Association is continuing to talk to ACT Roads about
these options, and may organize a community meeting later this year to see if
there is support for any of the ideas.

Long-term solutions: ACT Roads has indicated that the best solution is to
install traffic lights at the corner of Majura Ave/ Phillip Ave, which will regulate
traffic flow and decrease the incentive to cut through the suburb.

Unfortunately this is a major funding item, and is not part of the current
construction program. At the North Canberra Community Council “Meet the
Candidates” meeting in October we asked the political parties about the traffic
problem, and both the Labor Party and the Greens made commitments to bring
forward the installation of traffic lights.

The Hackett Community Association believes that there needs to be continuing
community pressure to ensure that the Government commits to the
construction of the traffic lights as soon as possible.

It would be good to have as many Hackett residents as possible write to our
local members to bring this issue to their attention and to urge them to get
moving on this issue. A draft letter (which can be changed or adapted) is
attached and is available on the Hackett website.

More information about the traffic issue, including a copy of the sample letter,
can be found at http://northcanberra.org.au/suburbs/hackett/hackett-
community-association/hackett-traffic-issues/

SIR JOHN HACKETT
ESSAY COMPETITION

All young people living in Hackett and
in school years 5-12 are invited to
enter this competition being held by
the Hackett Community Association
with the support of local schools and
the Australian Dictionary of Biography.

Essays should be
250-500 words long for Years 5-6;
about 600 words for Years 7-8;
900-1000 words for Years 9-10 and
1000-1200 words for Years 11-12.

The topic is:
“The person after whom your street
in Hackett is named”.

Where the street is named after more
than one person (eg. Rivett Street)
you can choose which person to write
about.

Prizes and certificates will be offered
for the best essays. Entries will close
in early August. Further details will be

provided in later newsletters.

The contact for the competition is the
HCA Chair, James Walker, who can

A note from
ACT Parks Conservation and
Lands:

Dumped and Potentially
Contaminated Building
Material.

Members of the public who see
material that may contain asbestos (eg.
fibro sheeting) within urban open space

or a nature reserve should notify

Canberra Connect on 13 22 81.

Canberra Connect will collect the
relevant information and pass it onto
the appropriate authority.

Please do not take samples of the
material or disturb the site. Parents
should ensure children are kept clear of
the site.

Anyone who has health concerns in
relation to asbestos should contact
ACT Health on 6205 1700 from 9am to
4:30pm.




DAVID MCREYNOLDS

Your local Plumber (Lic.No 662)

NO CALL OUT FEE FOR
HACKETT CUSTOMERS

For all your plumbing,
draining and gas-fitting needs

Blocked Drains Extensions
Maintenance New Work
Repairs

98 Rivett Street HACKETT
Phone: 6247 8464
Mobile: 0418 160 521

ENAMEL PAINTERS,
MAINTENANCE AND
DECORATORS

For all your painting and
maintenance

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Obligation free quotes
call Stratos Parascus on
0413086348 or 62577752
40 Rivett Street

Watson Pharmacy

Scripts: Free pick-up & delivery

Open: 8:00 to 6.00 (Mon-Fri)

Pharmacy needs
=Post Office
-Newsagency
*Gifts
<Hire: Wheel chairs,
walking frames

Seniors discount

8.00 to 12.00 (Sat)
Pharmacy: 6241 1506
Post Office: 6241 1505

Fax: 6241 3787

FITNESS PLUMBING

Keep your plumbing in good shape

Shaun 0409 506 587
6249 1106

Domestic Plumbing, Gas Fitting
Hot Water Service,
Maintenance, Extensions

* Small jobs my speciality
Hackett .

No call out fee - Licensed

If you're thinking of selling

a property in the Inner North
for all it’s worth...

Call Chris Dixon for an
obligation-free appraisal

0414 819 377 / 6262 5122

s 1-5 Woollay Str
FERTY fa

cdixon@peterblackshawdickson.com.au

Montronics

Video and TV repairs to all brands
with a qualified technician all work
guaranteed. Free workshop esti-
mates.

29 Richards St, Hackett

6248 8339

fRITVAS HAIRDRESSERS
Specialising in Haircuts
inHackett for 17 Yrs

No Appointments Necessary

Open Tues, Wed, Fri;
9 am—5pm

Saturday 9-12 noon

‘ﬂﬂﬁgﬂ'ﬂp
ﬁ <p

CHINESE “E\T‘ITII ANT
4 Hacket PL. Hackett
PH: 6249 7617

TAKEAWAY & DELIVERY

7 NIGHTS A WEEK
5:00PM~9:30PM

Garment
Altering & Repair
Service

open seven days
20 Gilbert Street
Hackett

BRAY FENCING
Chainwire Colorbond
Flagpoles Rural Fencing

Fully Insured Free Quotes
324 Antill St Hackett ACT
(since 1965)
P (02) 6248 0303
M 0428 480 303
F (02) 6249 8228

brayfencing@bigpond.com

Hazy Moon Books
quality secondhand books
at the Ainslie Shops
down laneway
open 6 days:
Mon-Fri 11-6, Sat 10-4
books/bought/sold/traded
62471462

luton.com.au

Jenny & Michael
Mcneynolds

rence when you list

anvice Award winnars

residents

| and Jenny for a free appraisa

Call your [oca

Michae

Richard Luton

FEODPERTIES

I | LJHooker

Congratulations on owing a home in one
of Canberra’s best suburbs!

Peter Stewart is an Inner North real estate
specialist in Hackett providing a premium
service. If you are thinking of selling or simply
interested in knowing the current market
value of your property, call Peter and he can
help you today!

Peter Stewart L.J. Hooker Dickson
0422 792 247 or 6257 2111

WHO’S SELLING YOUR HOME?

iNDEPENREm

Auctioneer / 5

Ailean OnLine
PC’s; LAPTOP’S; SERVERS; NETWORKS

@ ADVICE, REPAIRS, DESIGN & HELP
Broadband, Internet phones (VoIP)

JILEAN Office or Home Networks

37 Years experience. Business established 17 years.
P: 6101 8362

F: 6161 4758

E: Sales@ailean.com.au

OFFICE: 18 Bragg Street HACKETT

Northside Electricsry 1w
Ceiling Lights Garages
Exhaust Fans Extensions

NO CALL OUT FEE FOR HACKETT CUSTOMERS

All work Guaranteed 80 Rivett St
Hackett ACT 2602

Nev Davis (02) 6249 1949

kLicensed Contractor 0412 741 172J




