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Criminal activity April 2009 as reported to Police

Crime Statistics are deleted from the website
at the request of AFP — they are available on
the hard copies distributed to all residents of
Melba/Spence.

Happy
birthday

E Nellie Melba

Dame Nellie Melba GBE (19 May 1861 — 23
February 1931), born Helen Porter Mitchell,
legendary Australian opera soprano and one of
the most famous sopranos, was the first
Australian to achieve international recognition
in the form. She and Dame May Whitty both
became the first entertainers to become a Dame
of the Order of the British Empire in 1918.
(Source Wikipedia)

Emergency telephone numbers

1800333 000 - CRIME STOPPERS
131 444 - Police attendance
[L111] - LIFE-THREATEHNING etherpgencies

Store the police emergency numbers in

your mobile phone so you can
immediately report any suspicious

activity

This newsletter proudly sponsored by Robert Crane
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6241 1922
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Volunteer positions vacant

Could this be you?
Area coordinator

This is a key role within our NHW group: you are responsible for
maintaining communication with the AFP on NHW matters, ensuring
the distribution of our local newsletter ten times a year via our very
dedicated volunteer deliverer network. You also chair the monthly
meetings for NHW, as well as having input to the newsletter itself. |
estimate that the job involves about 7-8 hours of your time a month.

You will work with a small committee of people with over 20
combined years of Neighbourhood Watch experience so you will
have a lot of support.

Deliverers

NHW Watch relies on volunteers to deliver the newsletter. Can you
spare an hour or so a month to deliver NHW newsletters in your
area?

To discuss either position please telephone
Brent Perkins, Area coordinator, Spence/Melba - 6259 1329

Motor vehicle security: look, lock and leave

This month’s newsletter focuses on motor vehicles and other
mobile goods in your home and elsewhere in the community.
Who is responsible for stealing motor vehicles?
Did you know there are two general types of motor vehicle
thieves:

e the opportunist car thief
e the professional car thief

In order to combat theft by these persons you may need to
adopt or combine different preventative strategies.
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The opportunist car thief
The opportunist car thief wants

your motor vehicle as a means
of transport or for a cheap
thrill. Reduce the opportunity
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unattended.

e Install an effective anti-theft device.

e If you have a garage, use it rather than leaving your car in
the driveway or on the street.

e Park your motor vehicle off the street, preferably in your
yard or at a staffed parking centre.

e If parking your motor vehicle on the street, select a well
lit area.

e If you must leave valuables in your car, make sure they
are locked away, out of sight.

e Remove cheque books, credit cards, driver’s licence and
registration papers from the glove box.

 Remove or conceal your GPS and its bracket.

e Engrave or mark your property with your driver’s licence
number preceded by ‘A’ for ACT. Also mark your licence
number on several places in the car
(You can book out an engraver or a UV Sandford
Security Marker pen from Neighbourhood Watch
member - Bruce Kennedy on 6258 1360.)

e (Never hide spare keys in, or on the car.

e Record serial
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number — you
will need them if
your car is stolen.

e When your car is
being driven by somebody else (hotel valet, repairs etc.),
leave only the ignition key

e Avoid placing your name, address and registration
number on keys

e Take your car keys with you, or hide them when you
leave your car at home unattended. Thieves have been

known to rob houses and then take vehicles using keys
they have found inside.

e Take a set of digital photos designed to help the police
identify the vehicle if it is stolen.

The professional car thief

The professional car thief wants your motor vehicle for profit,
and either strips it for parts or alters the vehicle identification
number (VIN) and chassis number to avoid detection when the
motor vehicle is sold.

The following can reduce the opportunity for crime and assist
in protecting your motor vehicle from the professional car
thief.

e Have the vehicle identification number (VIN) etched onto
major glass components of the motor vehicle.
(A vehicle VIN is the only permanent identifier.)
e Install an effective anti-theft device such as
0 fuel/ignition cut-out switch
0 anignition shield
0 a visible locking device
0 a battery isolator
When buying a motor vehicle

Consider the following action:

e If youdo not know the person selling the motor vehicle
ask to see some identification.

e Be cautious if the motor vehicle is unregistered. Find out
the previous registration number.

* Inquire into the registration history of the vehicle. Start
your enquiries at
http://www .australia.gov.au/topics/transport/registration-
and-licences.

e Use a cheque when paying for a motor vehicle.
Thieves love bicycles, trailers and lawnmowers
Thieves also love to take unattended bicycles and other easily
wheeled away goods such as scooters, trailers and

lawnmowers. Take the following precautions for your ‘goods
on wheels’:

e Always secure with a chain and a padlock when you leave
it out in places easily accessed by the public.

e Record the full description and serial number

e Engrave it in several places as described above.

e Take a set of digital photos designed to help the police
identify itifitis stolen.

Preventing crime is a community responsibility’

All of the security measures mentioned here are aimed at
deterring or increasing the time and effort a car thief must take
to steal your motor vehicle.

Please be an active member of the
Melba/Spence community — report suspicious
or criminal activity, but never endanger your
own safety.

Health Fund rebates

TherapeuticPlanet

John E Warouw BHsc, ND, Dip.RM., Prof Memb ATMS..

6259 1443

A Naturopathic Clinic
Where we Complement (rather than compete with)
Conventional Medicine through
Nutrition; Herbal Medicine; Advanced Massage Techniques etc.




