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School Holiday Security 

The school holidays are now upon us and unfortunately this means 
our school grounds will be empty for two weeks, making them 
easily accessible to would-be offenders. 
 
Our schools are there to nurture and educate our children, and 
becoming a victim of crime can cause significant disruptions, not 
only to the school administration who are responsible for repair and 
replacement bills, but also to the students who return to study after 
their holidays without vital educational equipment. 
 
ACT Policing will be increasing pro-active patrols around all ACT 
schools during the holiday period, but we are also asking you, the 
community, to assist us in ensuring our schools remain secure. 
Anyone who observes suspicious activity around schools is urged to 
report this to police immediately on 131 444. This includes 
suspicious persons or vehicles seen at odd hours of the night, and 
any signs of potential criminal activity such as the sound of 
breaking glass or electrical equipment being used at odd hours. 
 
School holiday periods also see an increase in the number of 
children congregating and playing in public areas, and police are 
urging all parents to ensure that their child knows the dangers 
associated with strangers and what to do should they be approached 
by a suspicious person. Parents should be aware of their child’s 
whereabouts at all times, and should make sure that their child 
knows how to contact police should they require immediate 
assistance. 
 
School holidays are meant to be a fun time so let’s make sure that 
both our schools and our kids stay safe and secure. 
Source: 
http://www.afp.gov.au/act/on_the_beat/on_the_beat_archives/2009/
14_april_2009.html 
 

FARRER RIDGE PARK CARERS 
This group meets at Athllon Depot on first Sunday 
of the month. Summer start 8.30, rest, 10 am-12 
noon 

 

August 2 10 am: Weed removal. Check erosion 
sites 
Sept 6 10 am: Weed assessment, and removal. 
Any possible forb/grass planting in degraded sites.  
Sept 27 10 am Guided Spring Wildflower 
Community Walk 

 
Smoke alarms 

With the implementation of the stay safe, stay alive 
campaign this winter to reduce the number of house 
fires across the ACT, it is important to make sure your 
smoke alarms are in good order. Smoke alarms that are 
properly installed and working correctly greatly 
increase the survival rate of occupants of a building in 
the event of a fire. 
 
If you have not replaced your smoke alarm batteries 
since daylight saving ceased, as recommended by the 
ACT Fire Brigade, or in the past twelve months, you 
should do so as soon as possible.  Smoke alarms should 
be tested monthly. 

ACT NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH’S 25 TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION DINNER  – 23 SEPTEMBER 
2009 

In the Olympus Room at the Hellenic Club, Phillip.  
Several “Farrer tables” are already reserved - so 
please join us.  Don’t miss out – phone Jeanette for 
details on 6286 1619   
(please leave a message if unanswered). 
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Please assist our police by reporting all suspicious activity 
to: CRIME STOPPERS use: 1800 333 000.  

For police attendance use: 131 444. 
But, for all life-threatening emergencies use:“0 0 0”  

 
 

©  
Crime Statistics:  
Crime statistics are deleted from the website at the request of 
the AFP - they are available on hard copies distributed to all 
residents of the suburb. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

80 infringements issued as police target 
speeders 

Friday, 03 July 2009 
 
ACT Policing officers this morning (Friday, July 3) issued 80 
Traffic infringement Notices (TINs), mostly for speeding 
offences, during an operation aimed at safe winter driving. 
 
From 6am today police operated laser speed detection on Barry 
Drive, Caswell Drive, Belconnen Way and the Gungahlin Drive 
extension in the Belconnen area, then later at Springvale Drive 
in Hawker, on Monaro Crescent in Red Hill and within the 
speed-restricted roadworks on Yamba Drive, in Phillip. 
 
Police were also joined by RTA vehicle inspectors. 
 
The highest speed detected this morning was 129 km/h in an 80 
km/h zone on Caswell Drive. The driver who committed this 
offence was an unaccompanied learner. This offence attracted a 
fine of $1647, plus a further $90 for being an unaccompanied 
learner. 
 
On Belconnen Way, another driver was detected at 103 km/h in 
a 60 km/h zone. 
 
RTA inspectors issued 20 defect notices, mostly for 
inoperable/faulty lights and tyres with insufficient tread. 
 
Media enquiries: 
ACT Policing 
Media and Public Relations Ph: 02 6256 7460 
 
Source: 
http://afp.gov.au/media_releases/act/2009/80_infringements_is
sued_as_police_target_speeders.html 

 
Bushfire regeneration monitoring on 

Farrer Ridge 
 
On January 18th 2003 Farrer Ridge was almost 
completely burned by the bushfires which 
devastated the southern part of the ACT, with only a 
few small pockets untouched, where some of the 
kangaroo population managed to find refuge.  
Because Farrer Ridge contains a number of 
uncommon, rare and endangered plant species, the 
Farrer Ridge Parkcarers decided that it would be 
useful to monitor how the ridge responded to the 
bushfire and the speed and amount of recovery that 
could be observed over a 5 year period. 
 
Several methods were used to track the changes and 
recovery of Farrer Ridge including recording all the 
plants species found on Farrer Ridge, making a 
photographic record of a number of different 
locations and monitoring 4 sites with different 
vegetation and ecologies. 
 
A report has been produced by Farrer Ridge 
Parkcare which describes how and when the 
monitoring was done and shows the results and 
recovery of Farrer Ridge.  This can be accessed on 
the Greening Australia website – the second story in 
the community news :- 
http://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/community/cap
ital-region 
 
Of the 133 native plant species (excluding grasses, 
rushes and ferns) recorded on Farrer Ridge, most of 
these (91%) had regenerated by the end of 2005, just 
3 years after the fire.  A detailed list of plants on 
Farrer Ridge and the dates at which they had 
regenerated is provided in Appendix 1 of the report. 
 
Contact Jennie Widdowson 
(jenniew@ozemail.com.au) if you have any 
questions about the report, or come to the Athllon 
Drive depot on the 1st Sunday of the month to talk to 
the Parkcarers, visit the monitoring sites or join in 
with the regular activities. 
 

Missing persons 
The National Missing Persons Coordination Centre has 
launched a new website www.missingpersons.gov.au. 
35,000 people are reported missing each year in 
Australia. That is equivalent to one person every 15 
minutes. 95% of missing persons are found within a 
short period of time (usually within a week). 
 
The NMPCC is funded by the Australian Government 
through the Australian Federal Police and aims to 
reduce the incidence and impact of missing persons in 
Australia. 


