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Criminal activity June/July 09 reported by Police 

 

Crime Statistics are deleted from the website 
at the request of AFP – they are available on 
the hard copies distributed to all residents of 
Melba/Spence. 

Important dates 

����Next NHW Meeting  
at Copland College  

Tuesday 8th September, 2009  
at 7 pm 

 
Follow-up on Mary Porter AM MLA visit 
Mrs Porter forwarded responses to her letters on behalf of 
Melba/Spence NHW from (i) Mr John Hargreaves MLA on a 
member’s enquiry about vocational education and training 
programmes planned to be implemented at the Alexander 
Maconochie Centre (AMC) to help prisoners, and (ii) Mr Jon 
Stanhope MLA on pushbike riders on shared paths, lighting in 
the Melba car parks, related property security matters and 
Black Spot Funding to be spent on the Ginninderra/Kingsford 
Smith Drive and the Luxton/Lathlain Street intersections.  
Please contact the NHW area co-ordinator for more details of 
this correspondence. 
 

23 September, 2009.  Dinner at the Hellenic Club, Woden to 
celebrate 25 years of Neighbourhood Watch.  $30 per ticket.  
Contact Ursula 6281 0673 or Brian 6286 1138. 
25 November, 2009.  White Ribbon Day.  To raise awareness 
about the issue of violence towards women and children.  The 
AFP will be making presentations during this time and will be 
looking for volunteers to assist.  Further details to be provided 
in near future. 

Credit card fraud avoidance tips 
Credit card fraud is on the increase because most of us are far 
too trusting when we hand over our ‘plastic’ for payment.  
Here are some tips to protect and prevent your credit card 

from being used fraudulently. 

·  Watch out for your credit card being 
switched under your very nose - be 
particularly alert if somebody 
‘accidentally’ drops your card before 

returning it to you (restaurants and taxis in particular). 
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·  Check your card when it is returned to you to make sure 
it’s yours: check that you have not been given somebody 
else’s expired card from the same bank.  Believe it or not 
people have been caught blatantly trying this on.   

·  Watch out for check-out operators who are using their 
high tech mobile phones at the same time they are 
processing your transaction – they might be taking a 
photo of the details on your card to be used later perhaps 
in a telephone or online purchase at your expense. 

·  Remember that small amounts will not trigger alarm bells 
with your credit provider so they can warn you of odd 
purchases, so always check your credit card statement as 
soon as you get it and immediately report any suspicious 
charges that have been made – you will probably be able 
to have these charges 
reversed. 

·  Keep your card in sight 
at all times even if it 
means changing the 
way restaurants so 
discreetly whisk your 
card away and then 
return it having 
processed your payment 
somewhere behind the 
scenes.   

·  Whilst you are at it 
make sure you check 
that the bill reflects 
what you actually had – 
somehow some restaurants never seem to get it right, 
charging for an extra bottle of wine or ‘accidentally’ 
adding your bill up incorrectly (never in your favour). 

·  Report any problems you have immediately to your credit 
card provider and if possible to the police to alert them of 
a potential major scam being performed at a place of 
business. 

Sponsor’s offer 
Mr Robert Crane from LJ Hooker in Kaleen who supports this newsletter by 
donating the newsletter printing service, invites members of the Melba/Spence 
community to join L.J Hooker Rewards Card.  It’s free and will entitle you to 
discounts from a number of local Canberra businesses. If you would like a 
card go to www.bugplus.com.au or telephone Robert on 6241 1922 and ask 
him to send you a card. 

Attention Dirt Bike Riders  

Interim Recreational Riding Facilities For ALL Canberra’s 
(Licensed/Unlicensed; Registered/Unregistered) 

dirt bike riders is NOW UP AND RUNNING 
The Canberra Branch of the DSMRA and the 
MRA ACT in conjunction with the ACT 

Motorcycle Club (ACT MCC) is providing a 
number of facilities at the Fairbairn Complex for use in an 
Interim base for riders.  The ACT MCC will provide use of 
their Enduro, Intermediate, and Pee Wee tracks for controlled 

use by recreational riders.  Families can bring their kids and 
older riders to trailer their bikes to the facility and enjoy legal 
off-road recreational riding. Please ensure you have an 
approved helmet, good gloves and suitable footwear (sneakers 
or joggers don’t ride on the track). 
Current Planned Ride Days (more dates coming) 
Saturday 
September 
12th.  
Operating 
hours – 0930 
to 1630 
Costs: 
(Volunteers 
Ride Free).  
Membership of the ACT MCC is compulsory for insurance 
purposes; however on joining your first ride day is free.  
Single membership - $50.00 Family Membership - $70.00 
Daily Ride Charges are: Nippers (4-7) $15.00; Singles $20.00; 
Families $50.00 
DSMRA Members daily ride rates are:  Singles $10; Families 
$30 (worthwhile joining).  Authorised by: The ACT 
Recreational Riding Organising Committee 
Please contact Peter Wenderoth  (DSMRA) 0402 144 543 
pwenderoth@optusnet.com.au ; Peter Major (MRA ACT) 
0419 866 126 peter.major@act.gov.au , or Paul Bink (ACT 
MCC) 0430 500 441 if you have any questions. 
TELL ALL YOUR DIRT RIDING FRIENDS. 

What’s on in Melba/Spence? 
St Paul’s Ginninderra Anglican Parish (Mt Rogers – Spence 
Community Centre) - meet friends for coffee Fridays 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Community Playgroup for 
parents and carers of 0-4 year olds on Mondays 10 -11.30 a.m 
– gold coin entry.  Telephone Glenda on 6258 3206 or email 
glendamc003@hotmail.com for further information. 
Please advise the editor of any community activities that will 
take place in Melba and Spence and we will do our best to 
help spread the word. 

���� 
Please be an active member of the Melba/Spence 
community – report suspicious or criminal activity, but 
never endanger your own safety. 

 
 


