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Criminal activity reported by Police - October ‘09 

 

Crime Statistics are deleted from the website 
at the request of AFP – they are available on 
the hard copies distributed to all residents of 
Melba/Spence. 
 
Important dates 

����Next NHW Meeting  
at Copland College  

Tuesday 8th December, 2009 at 7 pm 

Party Smart  
It’s coming up to the end of the school year for 
our local high school and college kids who will be 

looking forward to having lots of parties to 
celebrate.  A great party can be something everyone will enjoy 
and talk about for years afterwards.  But a party that goes 
wrong will be talked about too, for all the wrong reasons.  No 
one wants a bad party.  The trick is to be party smart.  
There are a few simple steps you can take, before and during 
the party that will help make it the great time we all want.  
These tips are for parents and supervisors as well as guests.  

  

 
Party Hosts 
Prevent complaints from neighbours  
o Inform neighbours in advance of the party.  
Keep out the gatecrashers  
o Issue written invitations and make entry by invitation 

only.  
Stop the strayers  
o Put a finishing time as well as a start time on the 

invitation.  
Supervise  
o If it’s a young person’s party make sure there are non-

drinking adults in attendance.  
Arrange transport  
o Encourage parents to collect their children at a pre-

arranged time.  
Supply the drinks  
o BYO parties can lead to excessive supply and 

unsupervised drinking.  
Serve the drinks  
o Make alcohol available from one area, served by a non-

drinking adult.  
Provide alternatives  
o Non-alcoholic and low alcoholic drinks allow guests to 

have a drink in their hand without increasing their alcohol 
consumption.  

Limit supplies  
o Restrict the supply of full strength beers, champagne, 

wine and spirits.  
Feed the guests  
o Eating can slow down the rate at which alcohol in 

absorbed, but avoid salty foods which will encourage 
more drinking.  

Party Guests  
Keep it to yourself  
o Don’t tell others who haven’t been invited about the 

party, the most common cause of gatecrashing  
Share transport  
o Don’t drive to a party if you’re going to have a drink, get 

a lift with others and nominate a designated driver or 
arrange to be picked up at the end of the party.  



MELBA / SPENCE  November 2009 
Editor: Marilyn McConnell-Twiss  
6258 4980 Neighbourhood Watch  

 

 
 

Go with invited friends  
o Link up with others to look out for each other, both at the 

party and getting home.  
Parents  
If your child has been invited to a party:  
Check it out  
o Speak with the host’s parents about the invitation list, 

numbers attending, age range, food and alcohol provision 
and pick up times.  

Get their number  
o Make sure you know the address and telephone number of 

the venue.  
Drop off and pick up  
o Be clear about when to drop your child off and when to 

pick them up, avoiding children congregating on the street 
unsupervised.  

Most of all remember, you are the host, you can ask people to 
leave.  Be verbally assertive to gain control of the situation.  
Call police if matters are getting out of control, before they get 
worse.  
Take a browse through the information in the Party Smart 
Booklet located on ACT Policing’s website at 
www.afp.gov.au/act   
Source: ACT Policing 

Give graffiti the boot 
The prevalence of the mess that is illegal graffiti 
will no doubt be of concern to many of you. It 

would seem that nothing is safe from this visual pollution – 
bus shelters and timetable signs, telecom and electricity boxes, 
trees and of course private property such as walls and fences.  
What can be done? Perusal of the ACT Government website 
reveals that the Government has in place a strategy entitled the 
‘Graffiti Management Strategy for the Australian Capital 
Territory’. The strategy can be viewed via the TAMS website 
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/play/community_art/graffiti/Graff
itit_Strategy_for_CUPP_website_Mar_2007.pdf. There is a 
range of useful advice and also actions that the ACT 
Government commits to in this document.  

A key point 
(paragraph 
6.3.1) is that one 
of the most 
effective 
strategies for 
discouraging 
illegal graffiti is 
rapid removal, 
by counteracting 

peer recognition. The Government commits to removal from 
public places, of illegal graffiti that is offensive, within 24 
hours of reporting.  All other graffiti will be removed within 
three working days – for graffiti that is visible from public 
land. Incidentally, the author has rung up to report illegal 
graffiti and can confirm that it was removed within the time 
committed to. It is not yet clear where the Government stands 
in terms of other actions committed to within the document. 

What can you do? For 
graffiti that you witness on 
public land ring the Graffiti 
hotline on 13 22 81 or 
complete a Canberra 
Connect Feedback Form – 
for peace of mind there is 
the option to remain 
anonymous. If the graffiti is 
on private property then it is 
up to the owner to remove 
it.  
Some other state 
governments are taking a 
particularly pro-active 
approach to illegal graffiti, 

in particular the New South Wales and Western Australia 
governments. The New South Wales government recently 
introduced new laws to fight graffiti vandalism. They have a 
website dedicated to graffiti, which can be found at 
http://www.graffiti.nsw.gov.au/. The site details the new 
legislation and provides a range of other information about the 
subject.  
The government of Western Australia has a strategy entitled 
‘Goodbye Graffiti’, which also includes a dedicated website 
http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/content.php?page=Strat
egy 
Please help lower the incidence of illegal graffiti in our 
community. Contact the Graffiti hotline, compose an online 
form, and if the graffiti you notice is only a small amount, 
why not just clean it off yourself?  
Emergency telephone numbers 

 
 

Preventing crime is a community responsibility' 

���� 

Please be an active member of the 
Melba/Spence community – report suspicious 
or criminal activity, but never endanger your 
own safety. 

What’s on in Melba/Spence? 
St Paul’s Ginninderra Anglican Parish (Mt Rogers – Spence Community Centre) 
Fridays -10 a.m.-4 p.m and Saturdays 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  - meet friends for coffee. 
Mondays - 10-11.30 a.m Community Playgroup for parents and carers of 0-4 
year olds gold coin entry.   
Telephone Glenda on 6258 3206 or email glendamc003@hotmail.com for further 
information. 

Contact the editor on 6258 4980 about… 
• community activities that will take place in Melba and 

Spence in the next couple of months and we will do our 
best to help spread the word. 

• your ideas for a newsletter topic? 


